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NANYANG TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY 

27th Students’ Union Council  

Seventh meeting of the 27th NTUSU Council 

Date:   12th of April 2018 
Time Started:  2200H 
Venue:   Students’ Union Meeting Room 1 & 2 
 

Present On Time Position Held 

Non-Academic Constituent Club 
1. Tan Kian Meng 
2. Ler Wan Him  
3. Jessica Lim Jiaying 
4. Ong Yun Mei  
5. Eng Shuo Ying  
6. See Jing Xuan  

 
Academic Constituent Club 

1. Mao Xi Yun  
2. Liu Tianchi 
3. Andrew John Wee Tong  
4. Jau Teng Zhi Luke  
5. Benedict Yeo Lehao  
6. Lee Cheok Hon  
7. Johan Ezran  
8. Shivavaruman Durairaj 
9. Shia Zheng Zhe Darwin  
10. Randy Lim Wei Lun  
11. Chua Ying Xuan 
12. Goh Soo Yong 
13. Lee Hsin Chong  
 

 
NTUSU Executive Committee 

1. Edward Lim Xun Qian  
2. Chow Jin Hui  
3. Victor Chia Wei Keat 
4. Ling Li Hui Rebecca  
5. Rebekah Leong Bao Ying 
6. Lee Yan Ling 
7. Vaya Bundawi 
8. Ang Joon Kit Eugene  
9. Chong Le Wen 
10. Teo Wei Chi, Nicholas 
11. Lam Kian Meng, Shawn  
12. Denise Jang Wen Sze 
13. Foong Wai Yan Amanda 
14. Ong Wei Ting Vanessa  
15. Kee Khin Hong  
16. Sheena Lee Jia En 

 
President – Sports Club 
Vice-President – Sports Club 
President – WSC  
Vice-President – WSC  
President – CAC 
Vice-President – CAC  
 
 
President – NBS  
President – CEE  
President – WKWSCI 
President – MSE 
President – MAE  
President – LKCSOM 
President – NIE  
President – SBS  
President – SOH  
President – SCSE  
President – ASE 
President – SPMS  
President – SSS  
 
 
 
President  
Vice-President (BCC) 
Vice-President (WSA) 
Honorary General Secretary 
Honorary Financial Secretary 
Human Resource Executive 
Welfare Executive (Student Life) 
Information and Research Executive  
Operations Executive 
Corporate Communications (Relations) 
Corporate Communications (Branding) 
Business Projects Executive 
Finance Executive 
Student Engagement Executive  
Corporate Liaison Executive 
Welfare Executive (Development)  
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17. Lim Fang Ying 
 
Observers 

1. S Shiva  
2. Han Zhong Liang 
3. Lim Zhi Han Chester 
4. Koh Lung Kuang  

Orientation Executive 
 
 
President – Hall 14  
President – Hall 9   
President – Hall 1 
Orientation Associate Executive  

 

Late with apologies Position Held 

1. Sufia Bte Zulkifli 
2. Leow Yan Yang  

 President – EEE  
President – SCBE  

 

Absent with apologies  Position Held 

1. Mavis Lim Shi Min 
2. Zhang Boyuan, Eric 

President – ADM   
President – Hall 19  

 

Absent  Position Held 

  

 

Meeting Agenda 

1. Motion on Removal of Distance Points 
2. Orientation Matters 
3. Welfare Workgroup Updates 
4. The closing of ISG 17/18 
5. AOB 

No Agenda Action 

1. 1.1 Proposed to proceed to the first agenda 
Proposal: Lee Yan Ling 
Seconder: Sheena Lee Jia En   
 
1.2 Motion on Removal of Distance Points  
 
With reference to the supplementary document (Appendix A) , Mr Chow Jin Hui explained that 
the rationale for the Council to vote on this issue. 
 
Mr Johan Ezran asked if any member is opposed to the motion before the discussion can 
continue. 
 
No members were opposed to the motion. 
 
Question and Answer 
 

 Mr Lee Hsin Chong asked Mr Chow Jin Hui if a student be able to get a hall even if 
he/she lives opposite the school when there is a surplus of rooms. 

 Mr Chow Jin Hui said yes.  
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 Mr Han Zhong Liang added that the point system under the current Hall Admission 
Scheme only allow the students to have a higher chance of getting a hall 
accommodation, but the student will not be able to choose the room or the hall 
unless he is a returning resident. 

 Mr Victor Chia Wei Keat asked Mr Chow Jin Hui the implications of removing the 
distance points.  

 Mr Chow Jin Hui replied that if there is a surplus in halls, there will be no implications. 
However, students with financial needs and who stay further away from NTU will be 
most affected if there is a shortage. They need to work part-time and spend more 
time travelling and will not be able to participate actively in activities, which damage 
their chances to get a hall in the future. 

 Mr Lee Hsin Chong asked Mr Chow Jin Hui if a student will be able to get the hall of 
their choice if he/she has higher points. 

 Mr Chow Jin Hui explained that seniors will be able to indicate their first and second 
choice during the application, but the points will not affect their chances at that stage.  

 Mr Han Zhong Liang added that the remaining slots will be up for balloting and the 
points will not be taken into account.  

 Mr Victor Chia Wei Keat concluded that if there is a surplus in halls, there will be no 
need for campus life involvement points. 

 Mr Shia Zheng Zhe Darwin asked Mr Han Zhong Liang if students on the 
recommendation list have a higher priority to get a space in the hall compared to the 
points. 

 Mr Han Zhong Liang said yes.  
 
Refer to Category B of the Hall Admission Scheme for more information on the 
recommendation list 
 

 Ms Eng Shuo Ying asked Mr Johan Ezran if academic and non-academic constituent 
clubs’ recommendation list have a lower priority than the hall recommendation list.  

 Mr Johan Ezran replied that the recommendation list for the academic and non-
academic constituent clubs require the students to join back to the committee next 
year to get the halls that they want. 

 Mr Teo Wei Chi, Nicholas stated that the recommendation list from the academic and 
non-academic constituent club allocates the leftover halls to the students.  

 Mr Benedict Yeo Lehao asked Mr Chow Jin Hui if a student will be able to get a hall if 
he/she does not join any activities after the removal of distance points. 

 Mr Chow Jin Hui replied that the student will be able to apply for hall only if there are 
vacancies available after the Hall Application period. 

 Mr Benedict Yeo Lehao asked Mr Chow Jin Hui if a student can apply for hall if the 
student does not have any campus life involvement points under the current system.  

 Mr Chow Jin Hui replied that it is technically not possible based on the FAQ (Q12) 
provided and distance points is only considered for students who have met with 
minimum campus life involvement points. However, he is unsure if this is applied in 
practice as students usually directly compare their total points to the GCW. 

 Mr Randy Lim Wei Lun mentioned that there are a lot of things that are unclear. He 
feels that it is not the right time to go ahead with the voting. 

 Mr Han Zhong Liang clarified and said that even if the student does not have points, 
they will still be able to get a hall under the current system if there is a surplus of 
halls. He stated that anyone, regardless of points, can apply for halls but they cannot 
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guarantee that the student will be able to get a hall. The depends on the number of 
applications and the number of rooms available. 

 Mr Teo Wei Chi, Nicholas said that the HAS documents should be used tonight for 
everyone to decide. He mentioned that everyone should take some time to read up 
the documents and come back to make a decision.  

 Ms Sheena Lee Jia En asked Mr Chow Jin Hui why the motion is tabled in the first 
place when there were some many uncertainties.  

 Mr Chow Jin Hui explained that HAS is going to discuss this issue in the upcoming 
HASIC meeting and it is important that the Council vote to signal our stand on the 
issue. The HASIC representatives can bring up our concerns to the meeting and 
propose improvements to the scheme. 

 Mr Shia Zheng Zhe Darwin asked Mr Han Zhong Liang what the hall representatives 
feel about the removal of the distance points. 

 Mr Han Zhong Liang said that the hall representatives will make their stand after the 
voting as they do not want to affect the outcome of the votes.  

 Mr Liu Tian Chi explained that he does not see an objective after the voting as it will 
not make any difference. 

 Mr Chow Jin Hui replied that while the Council is not the decision-maker, the vote is 
important to signal the rough census of the students as we are the student 
representatives. 

 Mr Lee Cheok Hon mentioned that even if the decision is made, the students will still 
be able to tweak the scheme and the distance points might be brought back again.  

 Ms Eng Shuo Ying asked Mr Johan Ezran if the decision for the removal of distance 
points is made by the school and if the new hall scheme is proposed by the students. 

 Mr Johan Ezran said yes.  

 Ms Eng Shuo Ying explained that Mr Chow Jin Hui is doing this to make sure that the 
students’ voices are heard by the school.  

 Mr Teo Wei Chi, Nicholas mentioned that through voting, we are able to revert the 
uncertainties.  

 Mr Chow Jin Hui stated that the vote the council cast might change the outcome of 
the final decision.  

 Ms Mao Xi Yun asked Mr Chow Jin Hui if the school will demolish the old halls since 
the distance points and the campus life involvement points do not affect anything.  

 Mr Chow Jin Hui replied that there are no plans to do so by HAS at the moment.  
 

 
 

1.3 Motion 1: Removal of distance points if there is a surplus of halls 
 

1.3.1 Voting 
 
Total vote: 36 

For Abstain Against Invalid 
12 17 7 0 

 
Results: For with high abstention. 
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1.4 Motion 2: Removal of distance points if there is a shortage of halls  
 
1.4.1 Voting 
 
Total vote: 36 

For Abstain Against Invalid 

4 17 15 0 

 
Results: Against with high abstention. 
 
1.5 Motion 3: Students should have higher priority to their preferred hall and room type if they 
have higher points when there is surplus of rooms. 
 
1.5.1 Voting 
 
Total vote: 36 

For Abstain Against Invalid 

36 0 0 0 

 
Results: For 
 
2.1 Proposed to proceed to the second agenda 
Proposal: Chong Le Wen 
Seconder: Tan Kian Meng   
 
Ms Lim Fang Ying mentioned that the Freshmen Welcome Ceremony which will be on the 7th 
of August at the Wave. The dress code for the students will be smart casual. Renaissance 
Engineering Program will be under the College of Engineering. She stated that there will be no 
welfare packs given this year but there will be a cap distributed to the freshmen. It will be a 
carnival-style this year and no registration will be required. 
 
Ms Lim Fang said that Sentosa has banned people from booking the pavilion overnight,hence, 
students will have to pay and book the pavilion themselves. She stated that NUS students also 
book the pavilion themselves and they have to bear the cost themselves.  
 
Ms Lim Fang Ying stated that the tutorial rooms are available for booking to be used in the 
Freshman Orientation Programme (FOP). However, the Sports and Recreational Centre have 
to be booked individually and they need to submit the program list that they will be doing for 
their FOP. 
 
Ms Lim Fang Ying said that the contract of booking of tutorial rooms last year was not good 
hence it will be improved this year. After the proposal is approved, the various FOP 
chairperson needs to sign a contract with the Student Affairs Office or the school to use the 
tutorial rooms. The tutorial rooms must be locked when no one is using. The tutorial room is 
accessible by 2 matriculation cards. If there are any damages found, the school will split the 
damages with the FOP but there will be some implications. 
 
Ms Lim Fang Ying mentioned that the handover process of the tutorial rooms will have to be 
done physically. The respective chairperson will have to fill up one google form per tutorial 
room. The budget must be submitted by 23rd April. 
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Question and Answer: 

 Mr Randy Lim Wei Lun added that photographs will be taken in the tutorial room 
during the handovers. 

 Mr Jau Teng Zhi Luke asked Ms Lim Fang Ying if the same information is conveyed to 
the FOP chairpersons. 

 Ms Lim Fang Ying replied that it will be conveyed to them, but the contract details are 
not confirmed yet.  

 Mr Jau Teng Zhi Luke asked Ms Lim Fang Ying who is the highest authority for the 
tutorial rooms.  

 Ms Lim Fang Ying said that she is the highest authority.  
 

3.1 Proposed to proceed to the third agenda 
Proposal: Sufia Bte Zulkifli 
Seconder: Andrew John Wee Tong   
 
Ms Lee Jia En Sheena mentioned that in the semester 1 of Academic year 2018/2019, the 
students are not allowed to apply overseas exchange through fee paying. The total number of 
students affected is around 400 to 500. The Students’ Union requested the Office of Global 
Education and Mobility (OGEM) to delay the implementation but was rejected. However, 
OGEM has contacted the partner universities to open up more slots for the affected students.  
 
Question and Answer:  

 Ms Ler Wan Him asked Ms Lee Jia En Sheena why this issue was not brought up 
previously before the decision was made.  

 Ms Lee Jia En Sheena explained that the Students’ Union reflected this sentiment to 
OGEM as well. 

 Mr Victor Chia Wei Keat added that OGEM made the decision without discussing with 
the Students’ Union beforehand and did not make any concessions even when valid 
concerns were raised afterwards. 

 Mr Edward Lim Xun Qian mentioned that the Students’ Union will feedback this to 
the senior management and hoped that the situation will improve in the future. 

 
Mr Benedict Yeo Lehao left the room at 2347H. 
 

 Mr Edward Lim Xun Qian mentioned that the student representative must be rational 
and explain the problem to the right people. There is a lack of inclusion of student 
leaders in the decision-making process. The only way is to talk to the right people and 
get them to understand the situation.  

 Mr Shivavaruman Durairaj asked Mr Victor Chia Wei Keat what the rationale is for the 
removal of fee-paying. 

 Mr Victor Chia Wei Keat explained that this is an irreversible decision decided by the 
management. The rationale behind the decision was due to the trend where students 
would choose to go “exchange” on LOA, select any university to clear the modules 
that are difficult to clear here in NTU, with lesser school fee. By doing this, it defeat 
the purpose of the exchange and it will be unfair for the students who cleared all their 
modules here in NTU and pay more school fee. 
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3.2 Mr Victor Chia Wei Keat proposed a guideline for the booking of common activity spaces 
and will be discussed with the SAO. In the normal circumstances, student organisations are to 
book the common spaces at least 1 month before and at most 3 months before the event date 
in order to secure the venue. The venue is only considered booked and secured for the student 
organisation only after their proposal have been approved. If the proposal is not approved, 
students are to release the venue for others to book. This was proposed to deter student 
organisations from mass booking several venues for the same event.  
 
Mr Victor Chia Wei Keat proposed that there is a need for an approving guideline for SAO. 
Proposal that are submitted have to be approved or commented from SAO within 2 weeks. 
This will better facilitate the planning and execution of student activities. 
 
Question and Answer:  

 Ms Jessica Lim Jiaying asked Mr Victor Chia Wei Keat if all future bookings need a 
proposal. 

 Mr Victor Chia Wei Keat replied yes, either a proposal or a program flow must be 
submitted.  
 

4.1 Proposed to proceed to the fourth agenda 
Proposal: Lee Hsin Chong  
Seconder: Chow Jin Hui 
 
Mr Leow Yan Yang mentioned that topic on Inter-School Games will be brought into the council 
in the near future. He stated that some schools are bearing their own cost currently. They 
hope to raise funds for their own clubs and they need collaboration from all the presidents of 
the different faculties.  
 
5.1 Proposed to proceed to AOB 
Proposer: Teo Wei Chi, Nicholas  
Seconder: Ang Joon Kit Eugene  
 
Mr Johan Ezran mentioned that in the 24th NTUSU Council, the Sports Science & Management 
Club/ Society withdrew from Union due to not adhering to the requirements of the council. 
Currently, the SSM Club/ Society is under NIE’s PESS Academic Group. The current 
management committee is considering to join back the Union and will be working with Mr 
Johan Ezran on the administrative side. 
 
Mr Johan Ezran reminded the council the Mr Tan Kian Meng will be the next Chief Returning 
Officer. He will chair the Union Election Committee and work closely with CITS to run the 
upcoming Elections in September 2018. 
 

2. Mr Johan proposed the end of the meeting. Ms Ling Li Hui Rebecca seconded the motion. 
The meeting was called to an end at 0001hrs, 13th April 2018. 
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Minutes prepared by: 
 
 
 
 
____________________ 
Ms Ling Li Hui Rebecca 

Honorary General Secretary 

27th NTUSU Council  

Minutes vetted by: 
 
 
 
 
____________________ 
Mr Johan Ezran  

Council Chairperson 

27th NTUSU Council  
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NANYANG TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY 

27th Students’ Union Council 

 

12th of April 2018 

 

Motion on Removal of Travelling Points  

 

Introduction 

1. Currently, for students who wish to apply for hall under Category C of the Hall Admission Scheme, 

their Campus Life Activity Points, Travelling Points and other points1 will be added together to 

calculate the total points earned. This scheme was conceived at a time of shortage of hall spaces, 

and the main objective is to balance the incentives for student participation and the need to stay 

nearer to the campus. 

2. With the completion of the Nanyang Crescent Halls in 2017, there are currently 22 undergraduate 

halls with the total capacity of around than 13 000. This accounts for approximately 55% of the total 

undergraduate population.2 The increase in the supply of accommodations caused the General Cut-

Off Weight (GCW) to fall to 3 for AY 17/18. This means that there is a surplus of accommodations in 

this academic year. Any student, regardless of their involvement in campus life activities, can now 

apply to fill the vacancies of any hall.3 

3. The participation rate has also fallen across all student clubs and committees, directly or indirectly, 

caused by the aforementioned reasons. Some clubs, including the Students’ Union, has to scale 

                                                   
1 Refer to the HAS overview document for more information. 
2 International students make up about 10-15% of the total undergraduate population. 
3 From AY 17/18, all freshmen have guaranteed hall stay for two years. This does not guarantee to stay in the same hall, however, as the 

application for their second-year accommodation will have to consider their total weightings (points), the prevailing GCW and the number 

of spaces available for senior students in each hall. The senior quota is around 200 per hall. 

Appendix A 
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down its activities due to the reduced committee size, thus negatively affecting the vibrancy of 

campus life. 

4. Barring an unexpected increase in hall applications or demolishment of halls,4  the issue of 

oversupply of accommodations will persist in the long run. 

5. In this context, the travelling points are no longer relevant, as students are eligible to apply for space 

in any hall, with no priority on their preferred hall and room type unless they are a returning resident, 

regardless of their points earned. 

6. The removal of travelling points will be the first step in the revision of the Hall Admission Scheme, 

which is currently being worked on by the Student Life Workgroup. Our census, together with the 

proposed Hall Admission Scheme, will be presented in the next Hall Admission Scheme 

Implementation Committee (HASIC) meeting. 

 

 
Student Engagement 

7. The student life workgroup, with the aid of the Information and Research Committee (IRC), has 

commissioned one survey and five sessions of focus group discussions to obtain students’ opinions, 

comments and feedback - among other things - on how the possible removal of travelling points will 

affect them. 

8. We have also collected feedback on the removal of travelling points from the Council members in 

two separate meetings and Hall Presidents in one Hall Presidential Council (HPC) meeting this 

academic year.5 

Findings 

                                                   
4 In a meeting with Mr Alvin Chin (Head, Housing & Auxiliary Services) on the 1 March 2018, he had clarified that, at that point of time, 

there were no plans to tear down any halls. 
5 Representatives from SU, SAO, HAS and Associate Prof Low Chuen-Chuen, Valerie (Deputy Associate Provost (Residential Education)) 

attended the HPC meeting on 17 November 2017. 
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9. As part of the survey,6  students were asked if they support the removal of travelling points if there is 

an oversupply of hall accommodation. Of the 2885 students surveyed, 54% felt that travelling points 

are not important to them under such an assumption7. 

10. During the focus group discussions,8  participants generally felt that removing travelling points may 

not be effective to incentivise student participation due to the 2-year guaranteed hall stay. They 

agreed that travelling points is irrelevant when they are an oversupply of hall spaces but felt that 

there should be some provisions set in place in case of shortage due to shock. 

Conclusion 

11. Based on our findings, removing travelling points is only relevant when there is a surplus of 

accommodation spaces but will have a negligible impact on student participation. We must look into 

other ways to encourage students to step up and enrich their education beyond academia. 

12. However, there must be provisions made to ensure that international students and local students 

who stay further away from NTU will not face too much difficulty when applying for the hall in times of 

shortage of accommodation spaces. 

13. Therefore, I request for a vote to be conducted on two parameters:  

a. If the travelling points should be removed when there is a surplus of accommodation spaces 

b. When there is a shortage. 

14. This will allow us to present a more comprehensive view to the Student Life workgroup and allow 

them to better calibrate their proposal. 

 

 

                                                   
6 The survey was conducted between 2 to 3 April 2018. 
7 38.9% of the survey respondents indicated that they were not staying at a hall at the point of time.  
8 Five focus group discussions were conducted between 22 March 2018 to 5 April 2018. 


